VOIGES OF VALOR

Unsung Heroes m mordern Airica

2nd August 2024

FELA KUTI: HE
AFROBEAT
REVOLUTION!

i \m NG
{: FIVISTS
THE POWE | KING W}WEE‘

ART IN SC : , N Lthe world’s problems seem

CHANGE Surmountable, the next gencration

S rsis to the ¢ hallenge. Meet the
_Liail ing mungacquh who are
delving E'{putlahmﬁ and driving
powerlul change on global issues from

climate action to social justice.

Art has alwavs been

society, but today il’s me

reflection it’s a catalyst for clf
Discover how artists are using their
crealive voices o ﬂf!ﬂﬂt‘f{!{{' -
injuslices, inspire movements
transform communilics.

e Y
CIFERCE

'.|J

www.mfalm ebits.wordp




FEATURING FELA KUTI

VOICES OF VALOR

2ND AUGUST 2024

Step into the electrifying world of Afrobeat with Season Two of VOICES OF
VALOR. Our cover story shines a spotlight on the iconic FELA KUTI,an audacious
pioneer whose revolutionary rhythms and fearless political stance reshaped music
and culture. This isn't just a feature; it's a powerful homage to a man whose

legacy continues to reverberate globally. Prepare to be inspired and awed!
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Welcome to Season Two of Voices of Valor:
Unsung Heroes of Modern Africa, where we turn
the spotlight on a revolutionary icon whose
Influence reverberates through the rhythms of
Afrobeats. In this season, we delve into the
extraordinary life and enduring legacy of Fela
Kuti, the pioneering force behind the genre. As
a trailblazing musician and fearless activist, Kuti
not only reshaped African music but also used
his platform to challenge political injustices and
Inspire generations. Join us as we explore the

profound impact of Eela Kuti's artistry and
activism, and dge
of his contrib
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Early Life and Background

-Roots and Heritage

Born Olufela Olusegun Oludotun Ransome Kuti
on October 15, 1938, in Abeokuta, Nigeria, Fela
Kuti was immersed in a rich cultural milieu from
the start. His father was a Protestant minister
and schoolteacher, while his mother was an
influential activist and leader in the women’s
rights movement. This blendly influenced Fela's
worldview and artistic direction.
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Early Life and Background
-Beginnings in music

ela Kuti’s musical journey began with his
initial forays into jazz and highlife. His time in
London exposed him to various musical
genres, but it was his return to Nigeria that
marked the beginning of his distinctive
Afrobeat sound. Combining traditional
African rhythms with jazz, funk, and highlife,
Fela created a genre that was both innovative
and deeply rooted in African culture.
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Afrobeat, Fela’s revolutionary genre, emerged |
in the late 1960s. It fused West African rhythms
with jazz, funk, and soul, resulting in a vibrant
and complex musical form. His 1971 album,
"Fela's London Scene," was instrumental in
popularizing Afrobeat and addressing the
socio-political issues of the time. His live
performances were marked by their energetic
and provocative nature, reflecting both his
musical prowess and his political stance.
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Musical Evolution
*Major albums and hits
Among Fela’s notable works, "Zombie" (19706)

stands out for its bold critique of the Nigerian
military regime. The album’s powerful rhythms
and.incisive lyrics garnered both acclaim and
controversy. Other significant aloboums include
"Expensive Shit" (1975) and "Fela's London
Scene" (1971), each contributing to his growing
reputation as a musical and political icon.
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Musical Evolution 0
*Major albums and hits

"Expensive Shit" (1975) == S8
and "Fela's London GO

Scene" (1971).
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Impact on society
«Social and political commentary

Ela Kuti’s music was not just
entertainment; it was a vehicle for social
and political critiqgue. Through his lyrics,

he tackled issues such as government
corruption, police brutality, and societal
injustices. His fearless criticism of the
Nigerian government made him a target
of political repression but also galvanized
a generation of activists and artists.
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Impact on society
Influence on African music and culture

ela’s influence extends beyond music; he reshaped
the cultural landscape of Africa. His creation of
Afrobeat inspired countless musicians and brought
African music to international prominence. His
performances and lifestyle challenged conventional
norms and encouraged a more liberated and self-
expressive African identity.
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ela’s outspoken nature and revolutionary
ideas made him a constant target for the
Nigerian government. He faced multiple
arrests, assaults, and even the destruction of
his Kalakuta Republic compound. Despite
these challenges, Fela remained resolute in his
activism and music, using his experiences to
fuel his artistic output.
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legacy and influence

-Enduring_impact on mordern
africa

Fela Kuti’s legacy lives on through the
continued popularity of Afrobeat and the
ongoing relevance of his social coﬁwmentary.
His influence is evident in contempqrary
African music, where artists draw/ naspiration
from his pioneering work. His life: h music
remain a testament to the pow 'J?‘F &rt as a
catalyst for social change. ada
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legacy and influence

«Enduring_impact on mordern Africa
The global impact of Afrobeat can be seen in

the international recognition and success of
Nigerian artists.

From collaborations with international artists
to performing at major music festivals
worldwide, Afrobeat’s influence is undeniable.
As Nigerian music artists continue to innovate
and push boundaries, Afrobeat will remain a
driving force in their creative journey.
Afrobeat’s influence on Nigerian music artists
is profound and continues to shape their

mug_ic and impact the global stage.
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legacy and influence

Tribute and continued Relevance
Fela Anikulapo Kuti, the creator of Afrobeat,
was a trailblazer in both music and activism.
His unique blend of African rhythms with jazz
and funk not only iﬁ',;duced a new genre but
also offered a powerful platform for social
Criti S fearlesikd*nmentary on political
CO n and hu@n;rlghts resonated
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The‘legacy of FELA
KUTI:Art-and Activism.In

action

il

In this edition, we turn our focus to Brian Silweyz, a
prominent Kenyan urban spoken wor‘ artist whose work
transcends artistic e%ression to eng@e deeply with social
and political issues. Much Mthe legendary Fela Kuti,

Sily uses his art as o} pmul. ool for activi
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Upices of valor

BRIAN SILWEYZ

£, +ir |

~ ART AND ACTIVIS

Poetry as a catalyst for

change
In an era where art often
mirrors  society's  struggles,

Brian Silweyz emerges as a
powerful voice of change. As a
leading Henyan urban spoken
word artist, Silweyz's poetry
transcends mere performance,
becoming a formidable tool for
social and political activism.
Much like the legendary Fela
Huti, Silweyz uses his platform
to address urgent issues such
as social justice, political
corruption, and human rights,
inspiring both reflection and
action.

Willie Oeba and Brian silweyz in g press tlr}eﬁ'ng respectively

M IN ACTION

Photo credits - James wakibio

Voice of the Voiceless

Brian Silweyz was born and

raised in Henya, where he
witnessed firsthand the
complexities of political and

social challenges. His journey
into spoken word began with a
passion for literature and
performance, eventually
leading him to using his art as a
means of activism. Influenced
by Relevant figures like Willie
Oeba and contemporary issues,
Silweyz's work reflects a deep
coOmmitmeant to social justice.

Silweyz's poetry is a profound
commentary on the socio-
political landscape of Henya.
His work frequently tackles
themes such as governmental
corruption, the struggle for
human rights, and the quest for
equality. Through evocative
language and powerful delivery,
Silweyz's pieces challenge
audiences 1o confront
uncomfortable truths and
consider their role in societal
change.

www.mfalmabits. wordpress.com



Upices of valor
VOICE OF RESILIENCE AND REFORM

UNVEILING THE POWER OF SPOKEN WORD IN KENYAN ACTIVISM

Brian Silweyz, a prominent
Henyan urban spoken word
artist, has carved out a
unique niche in the world
of poetry and activism. His
work is deeply rooted in
personal experience and
the |broader struggles
faced by many in Kenya
ranging from the trauma of
losing loved ones to
violence, robbery, hunger,
and unemployment.
Silweyz's art 15 not Just an
expression of his own pain
but a clarion call for justice
and accountability.

Inspired by the influential work of Willie Oeba, an award-winning East African
spoken word artist and human rights advocate, Silweyz admires Oeba's
unwavering dedication to justice and his belief that hard work surpasses
natural talent. Oeba’s influence is evident in Silweyz’s own approach to his craft
one marked by a deep sense of purpose and a commitment to bringing about
social change.

Brian Silweyz and Willie Oeba both use the power of spoken word to advocate
for human rights in Henya. Silweyz's performances highlight critical issues and
mobilize communities, while Oeba's work emphasizes social justice and

systemic reform. Their art effectively raises awareness and inspires action for

change.
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BRIAN SILWEYZ

VOICE OF RESILIENCE AND REFORM

Poetry as a catalyst for

change

Silweyz's album, AVAN'GI, is a
testament to his mission. This
impactful collection of
audiobooks weaves together
narratives that highlight the
struggles and resilience of
ordinary people. Through his

evocative words and
passionate delivery, Silweyz
shines a spotlight on the

injustices and inequalities that
plague society, offering a voice
to those who are often
unheard.

Avan’gi olbum ovailable on oll streoming platforms

Exploration of human struggles and

justice
AVANGI is a compelling
narrative that captures the

essence of human struggle and

rasiliance. With tracks like
*Tuwajibike™ and “Truth is,” the
album reveals the systemic
issues affecting everyday lives
listeners to

Each

and challenges
confront these truths.
piece is a poignant reminder of
the collective experiences of
people who often go unheard,
making a powerful case for

justice and solidarity.

The album "AVAN'GI" redefines
the term “people,” emphasizing
their central role in the broader
narrative of social justice.
Through evocative storytelling
and passionate delivery, it
explores the lived experiences
of individuals facing adversity.
Tracks like “leadersheep”™ and
i

“Ganaration offar a

profound commentary on tha

inequalities thiat persist,
ancouraging listeners o
recognize their shared

humanity and the urgent need

for change.
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The power of art in social change

Art wields profound influence in driving social
change across the globe, including in Kenya
and Africa at large. In Kenya, artists use their
work to address critical issues such as political
corruption, gender inequality, and
environmental degradation. Through music,
visual arts, and theater, they mobilize
communities and foster dialogue, challenging
societal norms and advocating for reform.

Globally, the impact of art on social
movements is equally transformative. Art
transcends cultural and linguistic barriers,
making it a powerful tool for raising awareness
and inspiring action on issues ranging from
climate change to human rights. By capturing
the human experience and provoking thought,
art not only reflects society but also shapes it,
driving meaningful change in diverse contexts.
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Summary and Closing Remarks

As we reach the end of this edition of
Voices of Valor, we’ve delved into the
inspiring worlds of two remarkable artists
who embody the spirit of modern African
activism: Fela Kuti and Brian Silweyz.
Kuti’s revolutionary Afrobeat music and
political commentary have left an
indelible mark on the fight against
oppression, setting a powerful precedent
for using art as a tool for societal change.
Similarly, Brian Silweyz continues this
tradition with his poignant spoken word
performances, which resonate deeply
with contemporary issues in Kenya and
beyond. Through their fearless creativity,
both Kuti and Silweyz challenge us to
confront injustice and envision a more
equitable world.
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Call to Action

We encourage our readers to draw
inspiration from these unsung heroes and
consider how they can use their own
talents and voices to advocate for social
justice. Engage with and support local
artists who are using their platforms for
positive change. Let us remember that
the fight for justice and human rights is
ongoing and requires the collective
efforts of all who are willing to stand up
and speak out.

Acknowledgments

We extend our heartfelt thanks to Brian
Silweyz for sharing his journey and
insights with us, and to the legacy of Fela
Kuti, whose enduring influence continues
to inspire new generations. Special
thanks to our editorial team and
contributors who made this edition
possible. Your dedication ensures that
the stories of these valiant artists reach a
wider audience, sparking important
conversations and actions.
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.

Thank you for joining us in celebrating
the voices that drive change and for
supporting Voices of Valor. Together,
let’s continue to champion the unsung
heroes who are shaping the future of
Africa and beyond.
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	•Beginnings in music
	ela Kuti’s musical journey began with his initial forays into jazz and highlife. His time in London exposed him to various musical genres, but it was his return to Nigeria that marked the beginning of his distinctive Afrobeat sound. Combining traditional African rhythms with jazz, funk, and highlife, Fela created a genre that was both innovative and deeply rooted in African culture.
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	Musical Evolution
	•Development of afrobeat
	Afrobeat, Fela’s revolutionary genre, emerged in the late 1960s. It fused West African rhythms with jazz, funk, and soul, resulting in a vibrant and complex musical form. His 1971 album, "Fela's London Scene," was instrumental in popularizing Afrobeat and addressing the socio-political issues of the time. His live performances were marked by their energetic and provocative nature, reflecting both his musical prowess and his political stance.
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	Musical Evolution
	•Major albums and hits
	Among Fela’s notable works, "Zombie" (1976) stands out for its bold critique of the Nigerian military regime. The album’s powerful rhythms and incisive lyrics garnered both acclaim and controversy. Other significant albums include "Expensive Shit" (1975) and "Fela's London Scene" (1971), each contributing to his growing reputation as a musical and political icon.
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	Musical Evolution
	•Major albums and hits
	"Expensive Shit" (1975)  and "Fela's London Scene" (1971).
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	•Social and political commentary


	Impact on society
	ela Kuti’s music was not just entertainment; it was a vehicle for social and political critique. Through his lyrics, he tackled issues such as government corruption, police brutality, and societal injustices. His fearless criticism of the Nigerian government made him a target of political repression but also galvanized a generation of activists and artists.
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	Impact on society
	•Influence on African music and culture
	ela’s influence extends beyond music; he reshaped the cultural landscape of Africa. His creation of Afrobeat inspired countless musicians and brought African music to international prominence. His performances and lifestyle challenged conventional norms and encouraged a more liberated and self-expressive African identity.
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	Personal struggles  and Triumphs
	•challenges faced
	ela’s outspoken nature and revolutionary ideas made him a constant target for the Nigerian government. He faced multiple arrests, assaults, and even the destruction of his Kalakuta Republic compound. Despite these challenges, Fela remained resolute in his activism and music, using his experiences to fuel his artistic output.
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	Personal struggles  and Triumphs
	espite facing immense adversity, Fela Kuti achieved significant recognition. He was celebrated for his innovative music and unwavering commitment to social justice. His legacy is reflected in the global influence of Afrobeat and the continued relevance of his socio-political messages. His resilience and creativity earned him a lasting place in the annals of music history.
	•Key achievements and Recognition
	FELA KUTI
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	legacy and influence
	Fela Kuti’s legacy lives on through the continued popularity of Afrobeat and the ongoing relevance of his social commentary. His influence is evident in contemporary African music, where artists draw inspiration from his pioneering work. His life and music remain a testament to the power of art as a catalyst for social change.
	•Enduring impact on mordern africa
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	legacy and influence
	•Enduring impact on mordern Africa
	The global impact of Afrobeat can be seen in the international recognition and success of Nigerian artists. From collaborations with international artists to performing at major music festivals worldwide, Afrobeat’s influence is undeniable. As Nigerian music artists continue to innovate and push boundaries, Afrobeat will remain a driving force in their creative journey. Afrobeat’s influence on Nigerian music artists is profound and continues to shape their music and impact the global stage.
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	legacy and influence
	•Tribute and continued Relevance
	Fela Anikulapo Kuti, the creator of Afrobeat, was a trailblazer in both music and activism. His unique blend of African rhythms with jazz and funk not only introduced a new genre but also offered a powerful platform for social critique. His fearless commentary on political corruption and human rights resonated deeply, making his work a significant force for change. Fela’s influence persists in today’s music and activism. His innovative style continues to inspire artists worldwide, while his bold stance on social issues remains relevant. His legacy lives on as a symbol of art’s power to challenge injustice and inspire reform, marking him as a pivotal figure in both cultural and political spheres.
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	The legacy of FELA KUTI:Art and Activism in action
	In this edition, we turn our focus to Brian Silweyz, a prominent Kenyan urban spoken word artist whose work transcends artistic expression to engage deeply with social and political issues. Much like the legendary Fela Kuti, Silweyz uses his art as a powerful tool for activism, addressing themes of social justice, political corruption, and the quest for human rights. His performances are not merely artistic displays but potent acts of resistance and calls for change. Through his evocative poetry and spoken word pieces, Silweyz challenges audiences to reflect, react, and act. This feature explores how his art continues to make an impact and contribute to the ongoing dialogue about societal transformation, mirroring the legacy of Fela Kuti in the context of contemporary Kenyan and global issues.
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	The power of art in social change
	Art wields profound influence in driving social change across the globe, including in Kenya and Africa at large. In Kenya, artists use their work to address critical issues such as political corruption, gender inequality, and environmental degradation. Through music, visual arts, and theater, they mobilize communities and foster dialogue, challenging societal norms and advocating for reform.
	Globally, the impact of art on social movements is equally transformative. Art transcends cultural and linguistic barriers, making it a powerful tool for raising awareness and inspiring action on issues ranging from climate change to human rights. By capturing the human experience and provoking thought, art not only reflects society but also shapes it, driving meaningful change in diverse contexts.
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	Summary and Closing Remarks
	As we reach the end of this edition of Voices of Valor, we’ve delved into the inspiring worlds of two remarkable artists who embody the spirit of modern African activism: Fela Kuti and Brian Silweyz. Kuti’s revolutionary Afrobeat music and political commentary have left an indelible mark on the fight against oppression, setting a powerful precedent for using art as a tool for societal change. Similarly, Brian Silweyz continues this tradition with his poignant spoken word performances, which resonate deeply with contemporary issues in Kenya and beyond. Through their fearless creativity, both Kuti and Silweyz challenge us to confront injustice and envision a more equitable world.
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	Call to Action
	We encourage our readers to draw inspiration from these unsung heroes and consider how they can use their own talents and voices to advocate for social justice. Engage with and support local artists who are using their platforms for positive change. Let us remember that the fight for justice and human rights is ongoing and requires the collective efforts of all who are willing to stand up and speak out.
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	Thank you for joining us in celebrating the voices that drive change and for supporting Voices of Valor. Together, let’s continue to champion the unsung heroes who are shaping the future of Africa and beyond.
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